Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (cancelled) 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 



10. (cancelled) 



11. (currently amended) In combination with a ladder rack adapted for mounting on a 
vehicle, a clamp assembly for securing a ladder to said ladder rack, said clamp assembly 
comprising: 

first and second spaced-apart holders adapted for engaging the ladder and said 
ladder rack, respectively; 

an elongated gear rack interconnecting said first and second holders; 

a pinion operatively engaging said gear rack, and comprising a plurality of uniformly 
spaced teeth formed along an entire circumference of said pinion and adapt e d for mov i ng 
said first art i cl e ho l d e r along sa i d g e ar rack r e lativ e to sa i d s e cond art i cle ho l der ; 

a hand knob rotatable about a notional axis extending centrally through said pinion, 
and adapted for rotating said pinion to thereby move said first article holder along said gear 
rack relative to said second article holder; 

a locking bar comprising a plurality of spaced teeth adapted for meshing with 
respective teeth of said gear rack in a locked position; and 

means for moving said locking bar between the locked position and a released 
position, such that: 

(i) in the locked position, the meshing teeth of said locking bar and gear 
rack cooperate to prevent linear movement of said first holder relative to said second 
holder, thereby securing the ladder to said ladder rack; and 

(ii) in the released position, the teeth of said locking bar and gear rack are 
sufficiently disengaged to allow free linear movement of the first holder along said gear 
rack relative to the second holder. 

12. (original) A combination according to claim 1 1 , and comprising a hand knob adapted 
for rotating said pinion to move said first holder relative to said second holder. 



13. (original) A combination according to claim 11, and comprising a gear housing fixed 
to said first holder, and defining a through channel for accommodating linear movement 
of said housing along a length of said gear rack. 

14. (original) A combination according to claim 13, wherein said gear housing comprises 
biasing means for normally urging said locking bar into the locked position. 

15. (original) A combination according to claim 14, and comprising a release arm 
connected to said locking bar and adapted for being pulled against the force of said biasing 
means to disengage said locking bar from the locked position. 

1 6. (original) A combination according to claim 1 5, wherein said release arm and said gear 
housing define respective holes which align in the locked position to receive a locking 
member, said locking member operating to hold said locking bar in the locked position. 

17. (original) A combination according to claim 16, wherein said locking member 
comprises a padlock. 

18. (original) A combination according to claim 11, wherein said locking bar comprises 
more than 2 teeth. 



1 9. (original) A combination according to claim 1 1 , wherein each of said first and second 
article holders comprises a generally U-shaped channel. 

20. (cancelled) 



